














NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS NT ACT

Coroners Act 2009 Coroners Act 2008 Coroners Act 2003 Coroners Act 2003 Coroners Act 1996 Coroners Act 1995 Coroners Act 1993 Coroners Act 1997

CAUSE OF DEATH

Unknown 4
4 

4 4 4 4 4 4

Unexpected
4

Following healthcare 
procedure

4

Following healthcare 
procedure

4

Following healthcare 
procedure

4 4 4 4

Unnatural or violent 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
4

Killed or drowned

Suspicious or unusual 4 4 4 4

NATURE OF DEATH

Identity unknown 4 4 4 4 4

Resulted directly or indirectly from an accident 
or injury

4

Unnatural or violent 
**

4
4

Unnatural or violent
4

Unnatural or violent 4 4 4

4

Directly attributable  
to the accident

Not attended by medical practitioner 
4

Within 6 months prior 
to death

4

Within 6 months prior 
to death

During, or as a result of an anaesthetic, or 
a surgical procedure, or invasive medical or 
diagnostic procedure

4

if not reasonably 
expected outcome

4

if not reasonably 
expected outcome

4

if not reasonably 
expected outcome

NB Includes failure to 
provide healthcare

4

Within 24 hours 
of the procedure, 

including 
administration of an 

anaesthetic

4

During an anaesthetic;  
or as a result of an 

anaesthetic, and is not 
due to natural causes

4

During anaesthesia  
or sedation; 

or as a result of 
anaesthesia or 

sedation and is not 
due to natural causes

4

During an anaesthetic;  
or as a result of an 

anaesthetic, and is not 
due to natural causes

4

During or within 72 
hours of procedure

Not a reasonably expected outcome of a 
health care procedure and healthcare caused/ 
contributed to death and the death was not 
expected by an independent person

4 4 4

Within 24 hours of discharge from a hospital 
as an inpatient or having sought emergency 
treatment at a hospital

4

In police custody/other lawful custody 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

Held in care, e.g. mental health facility, 
residential service including children 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

NB: “health-related procedure” means a medical, surgical, dental or other health-related procedure (including the 
administration of an anaesthetic, sedative or other drug), but does not include any procedure of a kind prescribed  
by the regulations as being an excluded procedure.
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